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For each diagnosed case, six animals entered the 

human food chain. 



‘The safety of beef is not in 

question.’ 

 

‘There is no scientific 

evidence that BSE can be 

transmitted to humans.’ 

 

Prime Minister John Major in 

1995 
A sign in a British 

McDonald's restaurant  



‘There remains no scientific proof that 

BSE can be transmitted to man by beef, 

but the committee have concluded that the 

most likely explanation at present is that 

these cases are linked to exposure to BSE 

before the introduction of the specified 

bovine offal ban in 1989.’ 

Health Minister Stephen Dorrell, March 20 

1996 



List of some vCJD mortality estimates 

 

1990 ‘A generation’  Dr Richard Lacey 

1996 ‘Hundreds’   UK Government 

1996 ‘zero to millions’  Royal Statistical Society 

1997 ’75 to 80,000’  Nature paper 

2000 ‘up to 250,000’  Phillips enquiry 

It is 20 March 2016. Britain’s euthanasia clinics churn on overtime, struggling to 

help 500 people a week to a dignified death before brain disease robs them of 

reason and self control. 

This nation, whose leaders spent a decade in denial, is now quarantined, the 

world having long since shunned contact with a population in which half a million 

people a year succumb to Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. The channel tunnel is 

blocked with 5 miles of French concrete. 

The Observer newspaper predicts a grim future in 1996. 



List of some vCJD mortality estimates 

 

1990 ‘A generation’  Dr Richard Lacey 

1996 ‘Hundreds’  UK Government 

1996 ‘zero to millions’  Royal Statistical Society 

1997 ’75,000-80,000’  Nature paper 

2000 ‘up to 250,000’  Phillips enquiry 

2000 136,000   Oxford University 















Canadian beef exports after the discovery of a single BSE 

infected cow in May 2003 








