
Plant Diversity - 
Algae, Mosses and non-vascular plants  



Relative importance of Allopatric and Sympatric speciation is unknown 

 

but 

 

Sequential allopatric speciation  is suggested as a mechanism for the creation of 

very high diversity 

~500 species 
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REFUGIUM HYPOTHESIS  
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Current data support the refugium hypothesis. 



ñAlthough I do not doubt that [geographic] isolation is of considerable 

importance in the production of new species, on the whole I am 

inclined to believe that largeness of area is of more importanceé not 

only will there be a better chance of favourable variations arising from 

the large number of individuals of the same species there supported, 

but the conditions of life are infinitely complex from the large number 

of already existing speciesò 

Darwin, 1859 

But these are also areas of maximum collecting activityé 
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Night Vision devices are 

purposefully colored green 

because the human eye can 

differentiate more shades of 

green than other colors.  
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The maximum 

intensity of the 

emitted solar 

energy occurs at 

a wavelength  

of about 555 nm,  

which falls within  

the band of  

green light. 
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ωPhenotypic plasticity 
 
 

Achillea lanulosa 
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1. Plants are autotrophs 
2. Plants are sedentary 
3. Plants have an alternation of generations 

 


