
Ecology of Disease
Lecture 14: Ebola
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Acute disease
An acute disease is a disease with either a rapid onset or a short duration, or 

both. Acute is NOT synonymous with ósevereô. Cf. Chronic

Ebola hemorrhagic fever caused

By the Ebolavirus:

Infection symptoms ~5-10 days

Symptoms death ~7-14 days

Virulence
From the Latin word virulentus, which means "full of poison." The relative ability of 

a microbe to cause harm.

Mortality
Death. 
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Marburg virus, a Filovirus,

the causative agent of 

Marburg haemorrhagic fever.





CDC Scientists Identify 

Presence of Marburg 

Virus in African Fruit Bats
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Figure 4. Geographic distribution (green shade) of Rousettus aegyptiacus in Africa. 

Red dots indicate the locations of all previous known Marburg virus outbreaks.





Ebola virus, the causative agent 

of Ebola haemorrhagic fever.

Zaire ebolavirus

Sudan ebolavirus




