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Influenza age specific mortality rates

Mortality rates

Regular seasonal flu 0.2%

Spanish flu 2%



Cytokine 
A substance that is 

produced by cells of the 

immune system and can 

affect the immune 

response.

Cytokine storm
A potentially fatal immune 

reaction caused by highly 

elevated levels of various 

cytokines



óCytokine stormô

Å1918 óSpanish Fluô

ÅSARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome)

ÅAvian Influenza

But NOT the current Swine Flu (H1N1)



A deadly new flu strain

OR

The tip of an unreported iceberg?



An Army hospital at Camp Funston in Kansas in 1918 is filled 

with the first victims of the Spanish influenza epidemic 








