
Lecture 3: Tuberculosis

òDonõt forget to take a handful of our 
complimentary antibiotics on your way out.ó



Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis

Tuberculosis
aka Tb
aka Consumption
aka White Plague



If you must sneeze without covering your mouth, 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΧΦ
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Of these:

~ 90% Asymptomatic

(latent or dormant)

Not infectious

~10% Active

Infectious

Of these:

~10%  later become active

óProgressiveô or Secondary TB

If untreated active cases of TB have a death rate of 50% within 2 years
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Dylan Thomas,  
died of TB at 39

Anne and Emily Bronte,  
died of TB at 29 and 30

Anton Chekhov,  
died of TB at 44

George Orwell,  
died of TB at 46

Chopin,  
died of TB at 39

Just a few victims of Tuberculosis



Anterior destruction of two lumbar vertebral bodies (left). CT scans (right) 

revealed osteolytic destruction with osteosclerotic margins characteristic of TB.



Mycobacterium tuberculosisïcauses TB in humans

Mycobacterium bovisïcauses TB in cattle.


